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Abstract

This study offers a descriptive-analytical examination of the role of the Arabic Language Test (Lughat al-Daad) and the English Language
Proficiency Test within the graduate admissions system in Libyan universities, with particular focus on standardized examinations administered
by university language centers. The study aims to move beyond a purely technical view of these tests as neutral measures of linguistic competence,
and instead reframe them as institutional mechanisms that potentially shape and requlate access to postgraduate education. The study is grounded
in the assumption that these examinations perform a dual function that combines assessment with academic selection. They not only evaluate
candidates’ language proficiency but also may also implicitly influence admission trajectories, particularly in a context where international
alternatives are limited and often financially inaccessible. The research gap lies in the limited number of studies that examine these tests within a
broader institutional language policy framework in the contemporary Libyan context. Methodologically, the study adopts a descriptive
documentary analysis of official requlations and ministerial decisions, alongside an analysis of selected examination models, linking them to
general university language courses. The findings indicate several challenges, including the standardization of exams across diverse disciplines,
the limited wvalidity period of test results, and inconsistencies in admission criteria across graduate levels. The study contributes a critical
perspective on language admission tests as part of an evolving educational policy and proposes the development of a more integrated framework
that aligns admission policies with university instruction, thereby enhancing both fairness and academic relevance.

Keywords. Linguistic Measurement, Academic Sorting, Cognitive Academic Language Proficiency, Integrative Approach.
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